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FIRST DAY'S PROCEEDINGS,

According 10 a resolution adopted by a Sute
Labor Convention of Marviand, held Jnly 2t
1569, calling a Na ioual Colored Labor (-
vention. to be holden in Washington, Decenber
6. 1569, a large nnmber of the most promient
colored men of the country assembled at Ugon
League Hall at noon on that day. ’

The Convention was called to arder ln_\' Jaac
Myers, Esq.. P'resident ol the Maryland Sate
Labor Union, who read the call.  In a few er-
tinent and timely remarks he stated the obeet
of the Conventiow, advising, the delegate to
lay aside prejudice and et in harmony ind
sy 113, |
Onamotion of Me. Myers.George T. Downng,
Q.. was elected temporary Chairman, sho,
upon taking the chair, thanked the w=semlage
for the honor conferred in a few well-chsen
words.  After which Rev. .0, Sella Marti in-
voked the Divine blessing to rest upon the jro-
eeedings in an appropriate prayer. :

Ou motion of 11on. John 1. Scott, of Flonda,
Hon. “t'nr_\.' S, Harman, of Florida, was chsen
temporary Secretary.

On motion of William U. Saunders, of Ne-
vacda, a committee on credentials, cousising
df one from each State and '!'-'rrit-n-_\' rere-
sented, was appointed, and ordered to retir.

During the absence of the committee Fon,
James H. Harris. Jolin M. Langston, and leh-
ard Trevelliek, Esq., addressed the assemblge,

The Committee on Uredentinls reported the
namber of acceredited delegates as follovs:
Massachusetts, 4: Connecticnt, 1: Rhode Ishnd,
¥: New York, 10: New Jersey, 2: Penryl-
vania, 8: Delaware, 25 ; Marvlund, 22 : Disrict
of Columbia, 57: North Carolina. 14: Geoia,
3: Alabama, 1: Florida, 8 ; Louisiana, 6 ; 'en-
nessee, 3: Ohio, 8 : Michigan, 2: Nevad;, 1:
California, 1 : Texas, 2 ; Missouri, 1: Virgnia,
10; West Virginia, 2; South Carolina, h—

twenty-three States and the Districe of Colun-
bia, represented by 205 delegates.

The report of the commmittee was recaved
and utluph:-!.

It was moved that the report of the (om-
mittee on Credentials stand as the roll o the
Convention. Adaopted.-

©On motion of Abram Smith, of Tennesee. a
commitiee composed ol one from each State
snd Territory represented, as Committe: ou
Permanent Orgauization, was appointed and

rotired.  During its absence Aaron M. Pavell,
of the AntiSlavery Standard, sddressec the
assemblage at some length, ’

The Comumittee on Permanent Oreanization

. reported Hon. Jawés H. Harris, of North Caro-
ling, to be President of the Convention,

Vick Presioears— Alabama, James T. Ba-

ot ; Connectient, Charles McLynn; California,

- G. Barbadoes: Delaware, Calel, Milburn ;
Listrict of Columbia, Colin Crusoe: Florida,
E S, Francis: Georgia, James M. Simms:
Michigan, G. B. Stebbins ; Missouri, J, Milton
Tarner: North Carvoliva, William T J. Hays ;
dew Jersey, Bishop J. P. Camphell : Olio.
dmes Poindexter: South Carolina, T. .J.
dackey: Texas, Thomas Powell; Virgigia.
Villiam H. Lester : Louisiana. J. M. Menan! ;
Jarylend, A. Ward isndy: Massochnsons,
d Sella Martin : New York, William T, Builer:
Jevada, William U. Saunders: Pennsylvania,
C L. C. Hughes: Tennessee, Abram Smith ;
Vest Virginia, Peter Hodge ; Rhiode !sland,
dhn T. Waugh. .

SecreTakies— William U, Saunders, Nevada;
1 H. Douglass, District of Columbia.

Assistaxt Secrgraries—Henry S. Harman,
forida: G. S. W on, Pennsylvania.

The report of the Committee on Permanent
Cganization was unanimously adopted: and,
o motion of Willinm U. Saunders, ¢f Nevada,
sommittee of three wus appointed to conduct
¥. Harris to the chuair. Tue President elect
dlivered a few appropriate remarks, thanking
te Convention for the honor conferred.  After

" wich, on motion, the Convention adjourued
tl 7} o'clock to meet at Fifteenth Street
Fesbyterian Church.
EVENING SESSION,

At 7} o'clock the Convention was called to
der by the President. .

The Committee on Credentials presented the
maes of additional delesates:; which, upon
ntion, were added to the roll

A resolution was offered and adopted pro-
ding for the appointment of committees on

eucation, finance, business, address, platform, |

kmesteads, labor. national organ, railroads
ud travel, and constitution and organization.
Hon. Sayles J. Bowen und Hon. A. M. Clapp
adressed the Convention.

Prol. A. M. Greene, of the District of Co-
labia, offered a resolution tendering a vote of
thnks to President Grant for his recogaition
uthe claims of colored men. Bcft'rreh.

dr. Allen Coffin offered a series of resoln-

tus of a general character; which were also |

rerred.

I'he Convention then adjournei to 10 o’clock
AM. Tuesdays December 7.

SECOND DAY'S PROCEEDINGS.

*he Convention assembled, pursuant to ad-
jornment, at 10 v'elock A M., and .rm-ee-.l'in;_m
vjned with prayer by Rev. M. B. Derrick ;
Bhop J. P. Camphell m the chair.

Ir. William Perkins, chairman of the Com-
mee on Fizance, presented a report recom-
myding the levying of a tax of two dollars
ujn delegates to defray the expenscs of the
Civention: which was amended by striking
vigwa dollars and inserting one dollar, and
ad,ted )

t thes | are a telegram was received,
dagd Jda .., Mississippi, and addressed to
thPre-,dent of the Convention:

Seventy thousand Radicals send greeting.”
Web was'read amid applause.

r. Williaw 'T. J. Hayes, of North Carolina,
ofied a preamble and resolutions culling on
Cgress for the immediate recognition of the
i}:iot army of Cuba as a belligerent power.

rred under the rules.

r. L. H. Douglass, of the Distriet of Co-
lu ;is,pmvntm.i a petition from the Engineer’s
Pigetive Union of Brooklyn, New York.
Rirred under the rules,

r. Greene offered a resolution providing for
thyppointment of a committee of five, which,
wi the secretaries, should compose a Com-
mise on Printing, to secure the autheutic
Puication of the proceedings of the Conven-
ticin one or more of the da!ly ioumnls, and
thegaid committee be authgrmu to negotiate
witguch publishers to retain such matter and
trafer it into pamphlet form. Rules sus

L & ey :
1 3 H:’;::‘i?aed a resolation calling on

tablish a national school system | dience to the laws of the United States, and of |
e | the several States in which we may reside; that |

up: the fund erected by dues to colored sol-

; referred. : 1A

‘e (l.l‘,ehnr announced Standing Committecs,
a8 |ows : Education,labor, nddres:
lab pusiness, platform, organization, prints
ingtemperanze, co-operative labor, public
lau_railroads and travel, and bank savings.
Y Simms, of Georgis, submitted a resolu-

i ving that portion of the President’s

which relates to the political condition
mi-iﬂn of that State. Rules suspended,
‘Eioﬁon. the Chair appointed a Committee
Q0 ,riculture.
| Hayes offered a
d-ﬁ- of the Nati

lation endorsing the
Executive Committee
lored Men thus far made to establish a

“Galgg] journal in the interest of the colored
»ele of the Ul:::l 3tates ; referred under the

s
Issac Myers, Chairman of the Commit-

Platform, reported the platform; which
" m,mdordm%wbeprinwd:

e T ‘m’
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of the Convention, anfd it was read; after which
the Convention adjourned to 71 P.°M.

. Whereas labor has its privileges no less thar
its duties, ene of which is to organize, and, if
need be, to furnish reasons for ¥s organization ;
therefore,

HResolved. That labor was instituted by Al
mighty God, as a means of revealing the rich
endowments of inanimate creation to be under-
stood and used by man, and that labor is a duty
common to, and the natural heritage of. the
human fawmily: each person having a natural
right to labor in auy field of industry fer which
he or she is capacitated, the right to be govern-
ed and restricted only by the laws of politieal
economy.

Resolved. That capital is an agent or means

used by labor for its development and support,
and lahor is an agent or means used by capital
for its development and generad enhancement,
aud that, for the well being and productiveness of
capital and labor the best harinomy and fellow-
ship of action should at all times prevail, that
**strikes’” may be avoided and the workingman
convineed that justice is done him, and that he
18 receiving an equivalent for the labor per-
formed.
. Resolved, That there should be a frequent
mterchange of opinions upon all questions
aflecting alike the employer and employed, and
that co-operation for the purpose of protection
and the better remuneration of labor. is asure
and safe method, invading no speeific rights,
but is alike | iwcial to the whole commnunity,
and tends to lift the warking classes to higher
achievement and positions in society, presents
the necessity of, and increases the desire to give
b their ohildren a more liberal education, induces
the practice of economy in the distribution of
their earnings. and accelerates the accumulation
of wealth, with all the happiness that must
necessarily ensue therefrom.

Resolved, That the Government of the United
States, resublican in form, is a Government of
the people. for the people, and by the people,
and that all men are equal in political rigﬁls and |
entitled to the largest political and religious
liberty compatible with the good order of socie-
ty ; as, also, the use and enjoyment of the fruits
of their labor and talents; and that no laws
should be made by awy legislative body to the |
advantage of one ciuss and against the interest |
and advantage of the other, but that all legisla-
tion should be for the benefit of all the people
of any particular State. and of the I'nited States,
to the end that loyalty to and love for the insti-
tutions and the Government of the United States
should be a paramount consideration with all the
citizens thereof.

Resolved, That we return our thanks to Divine
Providence for the innocnse natural resources
that are within the geographical limits of the
United States of America, whereby the applica-
tion of diligent and patient labor is capable of

roducing from our earth all the necessities for

uman existence and the comfort of man, and,
from its vast and unbounded supply, has become
the greatest moral agent known to man, in that
it affords a refuge for the oppressed of all Ignds,
to improve their condition, and, by the influence
of our institutions, elevate them to their proper
standard of manhood, its rebounding influence is
to destroy the tyranny and desgpotism of the Old
World. y

Resolved, That we feel it to be a duty that we
owe to ourselves, to soeiety, and to our country
to encourage, by all the means within our reach.
industrial habits among our people, the learning
of trades and professions by our children without
regard to sex : to educate and impressthem with
the fact thatall labor is honorable and a sure road
to wealth: that habits of economy and temperance
combined with industry and education are the
great safeguards of free republican institutions, |
the ‘‘elevators of the condition of man. the
motive-power to increase trade and commerce,
and to make the whole people of this land the
wealthiest and happiest on the face of the globe.™

Resolved, Thatregarding the labor ofthe coun-
try as the common property of the people, that no
portion should be excluded therefrom, hecause
of a geogmrhical division of the globe, in which
ey or thelr forefathers were born, or on ac-
count of statutes or color, but that every man or
woman should receive employment according to
his ability to perform the labor required, without
any other test ; that the exclusion of colored men
and appreutices from the right to labor in any
department of industry or workshops in any of
the States and Territories of the United States,
by what is knownas * Trades Unions,”’ is an
insult to God and injury to us and disgrace to
humanity ; while we extend a free and welcome
hand to the free immigration of labor of all na-
tionalities, we emphatically deem imported con-
tract Coolie labor to bea pesitive injury to the |
working people of the United States, it is but the |
system of slavery in a new formn, and we appeal
to the Congress of the United States to rigidly
enforce the act of 1862, prohibiting Coolie im-
portation, and to enact such other laws as will
best protect free American labor against this or
any similar form of slavery.

Resolved, That we recommend the establish- |
ment of co-operative workshops, land, building,
and loan associations among our people as a
remedy againsttheir exclusion from other work-
shops on acconnt of color and as a means of fur-
nishing employment, as well as a protection
against the aggression of capital, and as the easiest
andshortest method of enabling every man to
| procurea homestead for his family: and to accom-
plish this end we would particularly impress the
greatest importance of the observance of dili-
gence 1n business, and the practice of rigid
economy in our social and domestic arrange-
ments.

Resolved, Thelwe regard the use of intoxica-
ting liquors as th st damaging and damna-
ble habits practiced by the human family; that
we denounce the infamous practice planters have
of drenching their employees with this poisonous
drug, (with or without cost,) intended to stapify
their brain and incapacitate them to know the
condition of their accounts, the value of their
lubor, and to roly them of their sense and feel-
ings of humanity : that we appeal to our people
to discountenance the use of intoxicating liquors
because of their effect in shortening life, and be-
cause they are the great cause of so much misery
{ and poverty among the working classes of the
{ country. We advise the orgamzation of tempe-
| rance associations as a necessary instrument for
the speedy and permanent elevation of our peo-

e,
) Resolved, That we regard education as onc of
the greatest blessings*that the human family en-
joys, and that we carnestly appealto our fellow-
citizens to allow no opportunity, no matter how
limited or remote, to pass unimproved ; that the

Rapier, and others ; after which it adjourned
to reassemble at 10 o'clock A. M. on Wednes-
day, December S.

THIRD DAY'S PROCEEDINGS.

Convention met at 10 o'clock A. M. : prayer
by Bishop Campbell; J. H. Harris in the chair.
The Finance Committee announced amount
collected from delegates under the contribution
resolution, $143 ; expenses, $271 ; deficit, $128,
G. S. Woodson, of Pennsylvania, introduced
a resolution requestin:.: the Governors of States
having Republican Legislatures to call their

Legislatures together and urge the ratification |

of the fifteenth amendment.
and passed. -

L. H. Douglass offered a resolution relative
to the appointment of a committee of five to
draft a plan for the organization of unions
among colored men to secare the recognition

of colored mechanics and laboring men in the | and a guarter of hardy sons and daunghters of |
[ toll, native to the soil, inured to the climate, |
acquaintad with the habits and customs of the

workshops of the country. “Rules suspended,
and adopted.

J. J. Wright, of South Carolina, from the |

WASHINGTON. D. C.. THURSDAY. J

Rules suspended, |

ANUA

sugar-cane ;: the seasons and their usual and
abnormal effects upon crops : the agricultural
implements and their proper regulation for use.
as to make him, above all others for the time
being, the successful eultivator of these pro-
ducts,

It will not be denied by any intelligent per-
son that the rough, nalettered furmer of Ohio
and lllinois, who has had fifty years experience
in the cultivation of corn and wheat in those
States, can furnish better and more valuable

Yinformation with regard to the soil. its produc-
tiveness, and the advantageous tillage of these
Western staples, than Greeley or Kmerson,
| although the former writes on topies of political
! economy, while the latter announces and ex-
| pounds theories of philosophy and morals.

| “With a voting power under our present and
just system of reconstruction of seven hundred
and fifty thonsand electors, and an actual labor-
ing force of three millions, out of four millions

egople generally, and knowing by an experience
people g ] A

Committee on Railroad Travel, made a report | more valuable, perhaps, than the learning of the
recommending that a bureau be ecreated to] books, the methods of agriculture, the different

thanks of the colored people of this conntry are |
due the Congress of the United States for the es- |
tablishment and maintenance of the Freedmen's
Bureau, and to Muyjor General O. O. Howard, |
Commissiener, Rev. J. W. Alvord. and John M.
| Langston, Esq.. General Inspectors, for their
| co-operative luhors. in the csta:hllshmen_t and
- good government of hundreds of schools in the

Southern States, whereby thousands of men,
women, and children have been, and are now,
being taught the rudiments of an English educa-
tion. ™ The thauks of the whole people are due |
to these philanthropists and friends to the be-

nevolent institutions of this and other countries |
for the means and efforts in money and teachers
furnished, whereby our race is being elevated to
the proper standard of intelligent American
citizens, and we appeal to the friends of progress
and to the citizens of the several States to con-

uddress, women's |

tinue their efforts to the various Legislatures
until every State can hoast of having a free-
| school system that knows no distinction in dis-
' semination of knowledge to its inhabitants on
" account of race, color, sex, creed, or previous
condition ; and

|~ Resolved, That we recommend a faithful obe-

the Congress and the courts of the United States
| have ample power to protect its citizens. All
greviances, whether personal or publie, should
| be carried to the proper tribunal, and from the
lowest to the highest, until justice is granted ;
| that armed resistance against the laws is treason
against the United States, and ought to be sum-

| marily punished. We further appeal to the col-
| ored workingmen to form organizations through-
out every State and Territoryy that they may be
ablein ¢ I
justice to communicate with the Bureau of La
to be established by the National Labor Union,

they lived in the large cities, where jus-
I:?&'?r utge liberally distribuged : that loyalty
encou and prosperity and peace may per-
vade the entire land.

Isaac Myers,

Huxny Lkg,

Harry S. HArRMON,

Rev. Jos. P. Evaxs,

EVENING SESSION.
} o'clock the Convention assembled, and

and love for the Government may be fostered and |

se districts far removed from courts of | efforts at foftune-making in growing these
.abor | stables are ready

and that justice may be meted out to them as that the general igporance of the ex-slave is

| sugarfields, has
icml, church and civilizin

consider the matter relative to colored persons

being compelled to purchase first-elass tickets,

and then being placed in second-class or smok-
ing cars; the bureau to have power to devise
ways and means to create a fuud sufficient to

prosecute a case to test the virtue of the civil |

rights bill. Referred.

Mr. Myers, of Maryland, offered the follow-
ing, which was adopted :

Llesolved, That the President and Vice Presi-
dent of this Convention be a delegation to wait
on the President of the United States and tender
the congratulations of this Convention on behalf
of the colored laborers and mechanices of the
United States.

The Committee on Printing reported that

arrangements had been made to secure an ac- |

curate report of the proceedings of the Con-
vention in pamphlet form,

William J. Wilson, of the District of (*olum-
bia, of the Committee on Savings Banks, sub-
mitted the following report: [The report will
be found on page 3.|

John M. Langston, from the Committee on

some discussion, was read, adopted, and ordered
to be printed:

ADDRESS.

T"he Relations of the Colored People to American
Industry.

The laboring class of any community, educa-
ted and united, constitute its strength. And in
so far forth as the leading men thercof reulize
and appreciate this consideration, they will be
able to raise the masses of those identified with
them in condition to rank and influence seocially
and legally.

| systems of mechanical labor, and the common |

are an element in the industry of the country of
importance, value and power.

“ But for our own good and the welfare of our
country.in all things hertatning to her material
{ and moral well-beingd, “we seek a better and
broader opportunity to gain knowledge in the
fields of agricultural, mechanieal, commercial,
artistic, and professional labor, and this knowl-
I edge we would energise, diveet, and make more
largely eftfective through the enlighteéning and
sanctifving influence of eduecation.  Our mottoes
are liberty and labor. enfranchisement and edu-
cation! The spelling-book and the hoe, the
hammer and the vote, the opportunity to work
and to rigse, a place on which to stand, and to
be and to do, we ask for ourselves and children
as the means in the use of which, under God,
we are to compass these achievements which
furnish the measure, the test, and justification
of our claim to impartinl treatment and fair

| dealing.

“That this end may he reached, we ask, first

{ of all, that trades be opened to our children,

; . v { and that they Le given the benefit of a just and
Address, submitted the following, which, after | o il ‘ y

equitable system of apprenticeship: in the sce-
ond place, that for every day’s labor given we
be paid full and fair remuneration, and that no
avenue of honest industry be closed against us:
and thirdly, since we believe that the intelli-
gence, the elevation, and happiness of all people
depends in no small degree upon the diversity
of their indusdrial pursuits, we ask that we
may work in the printing office, whether private
or governmental, in the factory, the foundry, the
workshop, upon the railroad, the canal, the
river, the steamboat, in the warehouse. the store,

faithful workman iz wanted we conceive that

Among the colored men of this country there
i8 no small amount of industrial capacity, native
and acquired. All over the Sout.E
the colored people of the North, workmen in |
gold, silver, brass, iron, wood, brick, mertar
and the arts, are found doing skillfully and at
usual wages the most difficult tasks in their seve-
ral depariments of labor. Nor are these work-
men generally engaged by white men who, su- |

erintending their work, can claim upon any |
Just ground that the genius and art displayed be-
long to the employers. As illustrating this

and among l

we may claim a place without distinction as to
our color or former condition, since all that can
be demanded by the employer is ability, faith-
ful performances of the contract made, and the
employee reasonable treatment and the compen-
sation promised, Henece, while we condemn that
spirit which in its proseriptive regulations denies
us industrial opportunity and the fruits of honest
toil, we rejoice in all those evidences of pros-
pective good which we and other laboring classes
see in the erection of factories and foundries in
Maryland, Virginia, Kentucky, Missouri, Ten-

statement, it may be appropriately mentioned
that perhaps the most accomplished gunswmith
among the Americans is a black man, aa ex-
slave of North Carolina, who not long since
received special notice from the Prince of Wales,
to whom he presented a pistol of his own make,
and received in return, as a token of considera-
tion from the heir apparent of the English !
throne, a magnificent medal of rare value. It is

perhaps true, too, that the most finished cabinet-

maker and blacksmith of our country is of the

same class. And it is said to be the fact that

the most valuable invention given us hy the

South, the qqt_t?.pl ugh, (the patentee of which |
formerly resided in ﬁissmmppi, was the creature

of a slave’s genius.

Here, too, it inay he mentioned, with no in-
considerable pride, that one of the finest land-
scape painters of our country, and one of the
finest sculptoresses is of African descent; the
former distinguished especially as giving life
and utterance from canvas to several of Milton’s |
matchless poetical creations in the *‘ Pamdise
Lost,”” and the other as making the spirit of the
noble Andrew of Massachusetts to breathe and
8 through the life-like lips and features of
plaster. Individual instances of colored persons
engaged in commerce as wholesale and retail |
dealers in many of the larger cities of the North
and South might be mentioned ; New Orleaus,
Mobile, Charleston, Savannah, Raleigh, Rich-
mond, Nashville, Austin, Helena, Louisville,
St. Louis, Leavenworth, dbieago, Detroit, Indi-
anapolis, Cincinnati, New York, Philadelphia,
several of the largest cities of New England, and |
the capital of the United States farnish illustra-
tions in proof of this statement.

But it may be claimed that these are isolated
and exceptional cases. Let us, therefore, con-
sider this matter irom a broader stamdpoint.
Let us take the case of the freedmen in one of
the States as presenting a fair average of their
condition in this regard—and we name North
Carolina. We offer the words of the general
inspector of the schools for freedmen, under the
Bureau of vangeeﬁ, Freedmen and Abandoned
Lands, as especially significant in their bearing
on this point. In one of his reports for 1868, in
speaking of the freed people of North Carolina,
he says: )

“More than one-third of the entire colored
population of North Carolina are mechanics.
They are nearly six to one as compared with
white mechanics. The census gives less than

60,000 of the former. All the mechanical occu-
pations are reﬁmsented by them ; blacksmiths,
gunsmiths, wheelwrights, millwrights, ma-
chinists, carpenters, cabinetmakers, plasterers,
{.uinters, shipbuilders, stonemasons and brick-
ayers are found among them in large numbers.
There are also among them many pilots and
engineers. Nor are they behind any class of
workmen in the skill, taste and ability which are
u.u.uall{ exhibited in their several tredes. Of
the pilots and engineers running steamboats on
the different rivers of this State, many of the
very best are colored men. Ttis said that the
two most trustworthy pilots in North Carolina
are freedmen ; one of whom is running a steam-
hoat on Cape Fear river, and the other across
Albermarle sound, and on the Chowan and
Blackwater rivers. The former is paid $15 per
wonth more than any other pilot on the river,
Leeause of his superior ability. The engineer
on the boat run by this pilot, is also a freedman,
and is said to be one of the best in the State.

“The colored mechanics, when employed,
command the usual wages paid others of like
calling, and are now constantly taking work
upon their own responsibility, and doing it to
the satisfaction of their employers. One of the
most interesting sights which it was my good
fortune to witness while in the State, was the
building of a steamboat on Cape Fear river by a
colored shipbuilder, with his gang of colored
workmen."’

What is thus said of the freed people of North
Carolina is in greater or less degree true of the
same class in the various States of the South;
forin the general degradation of labor, pmdnced
and fostered by slavery as it formerly existed,
the slave was made to do all kind of work,
mechanical as well as agricultural, and so be-
came the artisan as well as field-hand of that

region.

;i{he consideration that the freedman is the
field-hand, the agricultura! laborer of the South,
iz one of no small significance, since the two
great staples which distinguish Southern indus-
try cannot be grown successfully without his
labor. This is abundantly proved by the fact
that attempts which have {-een made sincopthe
war by Northern capitalists to grow cotton and
sagar on Southern plantatious upon plans sug-
gested by their Northern experience, and con-
trary to the method of culture adopted by the
colored laborers of the Sonth, have proved abor-
tive and disastrous in well nigh every instance,
as t0o many men, shipwrecked in means by their

to testify.
It is not to be infe from this statement
forgotten, nor is any one to presume therefrom
that slavery is to beyroprded as having been a
school w}t_ special claims to consideration by
reason of its peculiar adaptability to impart ex-
traordinary and valuable instruction in the art
of cotton and sugar culture. All that is intend-
el is, that an experience of two hundred and
forty-five years as the laborer in cotton and

given the negro, though denjed
and elevating jin-

nessee, Georgia, and Alabama. promising that
our strong and labor-hardened hands, our intel-
lectual powers, quickened by the influences of
education, and our purposes madoe doubly earnest
by considerate treatment and the prospect of
just compensation, shall all he given to the de-
velopment of the industrial resources of our
several States in the interest of our employers.

American body politic, while we ask the recogni-
tion and protection due any and all of like po-
litical condition, as in the past, 50 in all time to
come, with unfettered limb and manly endeavor
we shall labor with our white fellow-countrymen,
native and naturalized, in mine, on farm, in

[ workshop, in foundry, in factory. everywhere,

to develop the material and industrial powers
of our land, making wind, water, and earth to
aid in the accomplishment of its mission of
liberty and law, honor and justice, Christianity
and civilization,™

And while this is our purpose, and feeling, as
all other intelligent aud honest citizens must.
the value of national honesty and honor,and the
responsibility of each eitizen and every class of
citizens for its sacred maintenance: while we
demand that all eontracts made in the interest
of the Government be liberally and fully met,
according to their terms, we promize, to this end,
more than a tithe, if need be, of the fruits of our
industry, as our influence and votes, thut our
national obligations receive no detriment. As
we tolerate no political party which favors repu-
diation, so will we co-operate in no movement.
industrial or other, which proposes or counte-
nances it.  In all laboring men’s movements, as
in political organizations, we hold as binding and
inviolal e the sentiment that the national honor
and the national faith should be maintained in
all its fullness, being as sacred as the sovereignty
which we have pledged as its sure guaranty.

Notwithstanding all these things, said with re-
gard to our purposes of loyalty, the elements of our
strength, as far as labor of an agricultural, mech-
anical, commercial, artistic, and other character
is concerned; and notwithstanding, in an import-
ant sense, tile freedmen are the laborers and
mechanics of the South, as matters stand, neces-
sarily so, supplying the hone and musele of the
industry of that section, we are not insensible

and our utter inability to compel a full and just

) | recognition of our claims for larger and more
20,000 of the latter, while there are more than |

certain compensation for services rendered, and
a larger opportunity to follow those diversified
pursuits of industry which in New England and
our Northern States generally have done so much
to enlighten, elevate, and bless the people.

This brings us to a question of vital moment :
Is it practicable to so organize our industrial
forces and direct our labor as to compel the
wealthy classes, the land-holders and planters,
to recognize and admit our power and respect
our claims accordingly ?

|  The importance and difficulty ol answering

this question every intelligent persoa friendly to
the laboring masses of the world must appre-
ciate. ! our case, however, it 1= indeed doub'y
difficult and vexing, by two conside ations, Whi(:{’l
make it p.ooper for us to ask and expeet legisla-
tive actio.. by Congress in our hehalf. In the
first place, cur people are not only poor, but they
are the objects in their comparatively new con-
dition of freedom of a hatrm]] which shows itself
in demonstrations of outrage and bloodshed in
many parts of the South to such an extent as to
require, if’ our interests, industrial aud other,
are to be protected, immediate and positive ae-
tion on the part of State and federal officials.
In the second place, by reason of our too long

far as our masses are concerned, ignorant of the
many benefits resulting from co-operative labor.

This latter difficulty will only be overcome as
through education we more thoroughly compre-
hend the value of combined effort on the part
of the laborer to sceare consideration and wealth.
Of the good purpose of the Government to pro-
tect us, and, as far as need be, put within our
reach the opportunity and means of eduecation,
our treatment since our emancipation aflords
reasonable assurance,

We have attempted the solution of this ques-
tion, in the organization of our National Bureau
of Industry, with none ether than anxious and
earnest solicitude for the welfare of our working
millions and their posterity.

We would unite all these masses upon a priu-
ciple of common interest, whose accomplish-
ment i8 practicable, and by which their highest
earthly good may be compassed.

We would, therefore, have the laborer under-
stand that acres, however vast, in plantations,
however immense—uncultivated, are profitless,
like principles promulgated through party plat-
forms unaccepted by popular endorsement at the
polls ; and besides, that these uncultivated acres
cannot be made profitable without labor, any
more than politica? principles can be made in-
fluential and effective through party agency,
without the approval of the popular will.

We would teach that labor is the parent of
capital, and that well directed, intelligent and
united industry brings national wealth, as it
brings individual competence and independence.

ile our organization is one which springs
out of justice and self-defence, aiming not at
conflict with capital, but seeking rather, so to
adjust the relations of labor to capital, as to se-
cure the just and fair treatment of each by the
gum, we found it in reason and wmoderation.

uences, such knowledge of the soil and its fm-
provement, the nature and trestment of the o
on seed apd plant, the tillage and growthy °

and less complicated affairs of commerce, we !

wherever labor is to be done and an able and |

i Hemguiziug ourselves as native Americans, |
and knowing oursclves as members of the great |

of our weakness in our dizorganized condition, |

oppressive and degrading life as slaves we are, as |

peaking comprehensively, while the interest
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still the mutual and dependent relations of lalor
and wealth we would neither ignore nor rudely
disturb. The laborer needs and must have the
compensation which service brings.
he cannot secure either the necessaries of life or
the means of support and educate his children.
nor upon the other hand. is the wealth of the

employer of such intrinsic worth as to be valua- |

ble above and beyond its use, in making effective
the muscle and energy of labor.

** The Irishman would starve if not employed
hy the railroad company,” said a brainless an
heartless agent thereof.

Isle, when thus addsessed, **there would have
been no railroad had God not made the Irishman
to dig and shovel.”” Whether the Irishman be
indispensable to railroad building, the principle
here indicated is correct. 1t is digging and
<hoveling which make capital valuable; and the
wenlthy of this and other lands, once poor but

altogether figurative.

Such are the interests of capital and labor, so
mutual and intertwined in the great aims to be
reached, the enterprises to be carried forward

for the highest good of mankind, that to disturh

them by inconsiderate and ill-advised action. on
the part of the({)eo le or Govermment, is to vio-
late o comman wgtten in the necessities of the
race, and which may be fitly interpreted in the
words of the injunction with regard to wedlock.
| *“ What (iod has joined together let no man put
asunder.”  Thus wmarried in interest we would
have this bride and groom go forward multiply-
| ing their blessings in the earth, their bappy rela-
{ tions in no wise disturbed by contentions or acts
which show the one a tyrannical lord, or the
other a menial cringing slave.
| . In our organization we make no discrimina-
| tion a8 to nationality, sex, or color.

embracing a small part of the great working
| magses of the country, while repelling others
| becaunse of its partial and sectional character,
| will prove to Ee of very little value. Indeed,
| sich a movement, narrow and divisional, will be
suicidal, for it arrays against the classes repre-
sented by it all other laboring classes which
{ ought to be rather allied in the closest union.
and avoid these dissensions and divisions which
';nl-the past have given wealth the advantage over
4bor,
|  We would have ‘the poor white man'* of the
South born to a heritage of poverty and degra-
dation like his black compeer in social life, feel
that labor in our organization seeks the eleva-
'tion of all its sons and daughters; pledges its
united strength net to advance the interests of a
special class ; but in its spirit of reasonableness
and generous catholicity would promote the wel-
| fare and happiness of all who *‘ earn their bread
in the sweat of their brow.”

With us, too, numbers count, and we know
the maxim, “in union there is strengili,’’ has
its_significance in the affairs of labor no less
than in politics. Hence our industrial move-
ment, emancipating itself from every national
and partial sentiment, broadens and deepens
its foundations so as to rear thereon a super-
structure capacious enough to accommodate at
the altar of common inserest the Irish, the negro
and the German laborer: to which, so far from
being excluded, the “‘poor white'” native of the
South, struggling out of moral and pecuniary
death into life ‘‘real and earnest,”” the white
mechanic and laborer of the North, so long ill
taught and advised that his true interest is gain-
ed by hatred and abuse of the laborer of African
descent, as well as the Chinaman, whom design-
ing persons, partially enslaving, would make in |
| the plantation service of the South the rival and
- (-omretilor of the former slave class of the coun-

try, having with us one and the same interest,
are all invited, earnestly urged, to join us in our
movement, and thus aig in the proteetion aud
conservation of their and our interests.

In the cultivation of such spirit of generosity
on our part, and the magnanimous conguct whic
it prompts, we hope, by argument and appeal
addressed to the white mechanies, laborers and |
trades unions of our country, to our legislators |
and countrymen at large, to overcome the
prejudices now existing against us so far as to
secure a fair opportunity for the display and
remureration of our industrial capabilities.

We launch our organization, then, in the full-
est confidence, knowing that, if wisely and
jndiciously managed, it must bring to all con-
cerned, strength and advantage, and especially
to the colored American as its earliest fruits
that power which comes from competence and
wealth, education and the ballot, made strong
through a union whosg fundamental prineiples
are just, impartial and catholic.

EVENING SESSION

At 7} o'clock Rev. J. Sella Martin called the
Convention to order.

' “But,” replied the |
sagacious and philosophical son of the (ireen |

now affluent, can testify that this saying is not |

Any labor |
movement based upon such discrimination and |

I —the monstrous land monopoly of the Sounth.

| port, is, to the mewmbers of this Conventien, the

| =22 50
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| vada. Robert H. Small : Ohio. J. A. Warren :

[I”i"llli.‘\l\'iﬂli:l. Robert Adeger: Hhode

T. Clarke : Vireinia, William H. Lester: Wes
Virginia, J. W, Jones: Wisconsin, William 1.
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[ lation recommending economy in the use of
spiritnons  liguors and tobacco. Rules
|u‘l‘.u?-- ] anil :I'lll]lt('d.

EVENING SESSION,

I. Rainey, of South Curolina,
Rishop Campbell, of New Jersey, howry, of

[ Tennessee, (i. P. Rourk, North Carolina.

i Bishop J. W. Loguen, of New York, and John
Watson, of Ohio, addressed the Convention:
after which it adjonrned to meet at 10 o'clock
A M. Friday, December 10th,

Mi=-

Maossps, J,

FIFTII DAY'S PROCEEDINGS.

{ Uonvention met pursuant to adjournment at
P10 A M., ) H. Harris in the chair.
KHev. J. Sella Martin offered the followine
resolutions, which were adopted :
llesolved, That, as a Labor Convention, it is
{ our hounden daty and high privilege to express
| the satisfaction we experience in the statesman-
?il\ e sentiments of President Grant, as expressed
{ in his message, with regard to reconstruction in
| l'---nl‘;_-lu. |.u.h-n|' to be successful, needs protee
tion, opportubity, and Just laws. This success
tean be achieved only through laws made by
i those who nnderstand the wams and disabilities
ot the people for whom they legislate.

Resolred, 'That the Convention tender to
President Grant its high apprecintion of his
| fairness of mind, tlrmness of purpose, and fear
lessness of utterance in seeking to secure to us.
by appropriate legislation, those legal safe-
| guards of our right to lahor and to the fraits of
our industry, withont which the name of freedom
is & mockery,

M. P. G

following :

Barbadoer, of Cal., offered the

flesolved, That, in the opinion of this Con-
vention, the law making eight hours a legal day’s
work in all labor performed tor the Government
is wise, just, humane and economical in charae-
ter, and should be interpreted fairly and equit-
ably.

Resolred, That this Convention is unalterably
opposed to any repeal or modification of the
said_law, but that, on the contrary, they hope
the Executive will compel Government contrae-
tors, as well as its own officers, to ecarry out its
provisions fully.

After discussion the resolution was adopted :

Mr. J. H. Harris, of N. C., offered the fol-
lowing, which was adopted :

Resolved, That the executive officers and the
bureau of labor provided by the Convention of
the National Labor ['nion, now being formed,
are hereby authorized to appoint one or more
suitable persoms to represent this organization
in the International Labor Congress, called to
meet in Paris next September, being the fifth
annual seunion of the representatives of the in-
dustry of the civilized world.

Rules suspended, and adopted.
Hon. Mr. Hamilton, of Florida, offered the
following resolution :

Resolved by the National Colored Labor Con-
vention. Thas every possible legitimate measure
be taken by the laboring masses of the country,
in conjunetion with this convention, to over-
throw that cruel barrier to our nrogress as a race

Rnies snspended, and adopted. e

Prof G. B. Vashon, of . C., read a lody
report on education, concluding with the fol-
lowing resolutions :

Resolved, That under the providence of an
Almighty-loving God, the members of this
Counvention will always hold in grateful remem-
branee the several educational associations and
their hundreds of auxiliaries throughout the
North and West, that labored in behalf of the
freedmen, together with that noble band of
teachers, who, at the cost of many sacrifices and
perils, bore to that suffering class the blessings
of mental and moral enlture.

Resclved, That the system of schools origi-
nated by all the agencies referred to in this re-

subject of grateful regard as leading them to
trast that it will continue to be prospered in the
good work until it attains to that perfected state
which will witness the entire South dotted over
with normal schools complete in all needful edu-
cational facilities, from whi®h normal schools,
as central, will radiate other schools of inferior
grade, to light up every nook and corner of the
land with the beams of useful knowledge.

A resolution endorsing the National Freed-
man's Savings Bank as a place of deposit was |
i adopted.

I-Inn. William D. Kelly, of Pennsylvania;
' W. J. White, of Georgin; and Mrs. M. A. 8. |
Carey, of Michigan, addressed the Convention: |
| after which it adjourned.

FOURTH DAY'S PROCEEDINGS.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn- |r
ment. James H. Harris in the chair. lgishup |
Loguen, of New York, opened the proceedings |
with prayer, {

George Myers, of Maryland, chairman of the |
Committee on Constitution and By-Laws pre-
i| sented a report, which was taken upand adopted |
- by'sections.
| "This committee also reported officers for the |
| Labor Union, which report was referred to a
|committee composed of one from each State |
and Territory represented. |

On motion of George T. Downing, of Rhode |
Island, the time of the next annual session was
fixed for the second Monday in December, the
place to be fixed by the Bureau of Labor. !

At this juncture General O. O. Howard ap-
peared in the Convention, and, upon being |
introduced, expressed his sympathy with the
purposes of the Cenvention, and set forth the
necessity of earnest co-operation, especially
with reference to agricultural pursuits in the
South. He said that eapital and labor should
go hand-in hand, and wealth, health, and hap-
piness would be the gratifying result.

William H. Lester, of Virginia, offered a |
preamble and resolutions calling upon Congress |
to apply the test oath to members elect of the
Legislatures of his State, and to award vacant |
seats made by ineligibility under this test to
those polling the next highest number of votes |
and not disqualified. -~ Rules suspended, and |
adopted.

Mr. Rapier, of Alabama, submitted a report |
from the Committee on Homesteads, which '
recommended the organization of & permanent
bureau for the purpose of securing homesteads |
to the colored people of the South. Adopted. |

William P. Powell, of New York, submitted |
resolutions setting forth the condition of the |
colored people of his State, with especial refer-
ence to the laboring elusses. He contended
that what they needed most was ‘““the power
behind the throne'—i. e., the elective fran-
chise. Rules suspended, and adopted.

Aaron M. Powell, of the Anti-Slavery Stand.
ard addressed the Convention in eloguent
words of encouragement and sound advice,
which was acknowledged by marked approba-
tion.

Bishop Campbell, from the committee ap

ointed to nominate officers for the Labor
[),Tniun, announced that the committee was
ready to report through Mr. Saunders, of Ne-
vada.

The following report was submitted and
unanimeusly adopted :

Presideni—lsaac Myers, Maryland.

Vice President—George T. Downing, Rhode
Island,

Treasurer — Colin  Crusoe, District of Co-
lumbia. 2

Recording Secretary—William U. Saunders,
Nevada. ' . il

Corr ing Secretary—Louis 11. Douglass,
Uistriw”golumbi& £

Executive Committee Board of Laber—Isaiah
C. Wier, Pennsylvania; Anthony Bowen, Dis-
trict of Columbia; George Myers, Maryland ;
J. Sella Martin, Massachusetts ; G. B. hzblpu,
North Carolina; Johu H. Butler, Maryland ;
Mrs. M. A, 8. Carey, Michigan ; C. M. Hamil-
ton, Florida.

Auziliary Vice Presidents—Alabama, James
T. Rapier Conneetieut‘ﬁbmles MecLynn ; Cali-
fornia, William H. Hall ; Delaware, A. E. Ve-
sey ; District of Colum ia, P, H. Donegan;
Florida, E. 8. Francis: Georgia, J. F. Long;
Louisi William Bouner; Massachusetts,
Francis H. Fletcher ; lhéyll_nd, Will Per-

The report was accepted and the resolutions
adopted. '

Aaron M. Powell, of New York, offered a
resolution requesting Congress te authorize the
appointment by the President of a land com-
missioner for the purpose of purchasing eligible
land for homesteads, the title thereof to be held
until by instalment, without interest, it shall
have been paid for, when the money so employ-
ed, not to exceed $2,000,000, shall be refunded
to the Nutional Treasury. Passed.

J. Sella Martin, of Massachusetts, offered
the following :

Wrereas the Ameriean Missionary Associa-
tion is the principal national society working in
an educational direction among the celored
laborers of the South, expending at the present
time more than £350,000, and employing more
than 500 teachers and missionaries among these
people : therefore

flesolved, That this Convention tender its
hearty thanks to, and express its full confidence
in, this agsociation and other kindred societies,
and calls upon the colored working people of
the country to support these benevolent labors
by sending their children to school and by con-
tributing to their funds,

Rules suspended, and adopted

Mr. Martin offered the following :

Resolved, That this Convention regards with
great solicitude the efforts which are still being
made to transfer the public domain to the hands
of private speculators through a eontinuance of
the unfortunate policy of donating the publie
lands to railroad and other corporations. We
earnestly call upon Congress to guard the sacred
rights and interests of the people in the public
lands from further encroachments in this diree-
tion : and we especially and earnestly protest
against any renewal of the lapsed land grants in
the Southern States, or any other appropriation
of these lands except for the occupation of them
in limited quantitics by actual settlers.

Resolved, That we earnestly invite Congress to |
consider whether some measures cannot be adop-
ted to facilitate the settlement of Southern col-
ored and other laborers upon the unoccupied
lands, believing that a more independent and
therefore & more intelligent citizenship would he
the outgrowth of the nation’s liberality.

Rule suspended and adopted.

Abram Smith, of Tennessee, offered the fol-
lowing :

Resolved. That this Convention endorse the
Tennessee Munual Labor University Industrial
School, devoted to the elevation and improve-
ment of youth in industry, art, and mental im-
provement.

Rule suspended and adopted.

Mr. Mackey, of South Caroling, presented a
memorial to be sent to Congress, relative to the
condition of the cclored laboring people of the
South, asking that measures nhnuls be taken to
lesscn the labor and increase the wages and de-
mand, which could be done, giving the colored
people homesteads in the Southern States, of
which there was 42,000,000 acres of public
lands in that section.

The memorial was then adopted.

L. H. Douglass, of D. (., presented a com-
munication from the National Executive Com-
mittee of Colored Men, expressing satisfaction
with the present National Convention, and
promising co-operation with them in the inter-
est of labor.

Wm. U. Saunders, of Nevada, offered the fol-
lowing, which was adopted :

Resolved, That the members of this Conven-
tion cheetfully bear testimony to the untir-

.

colored mem in the performance of its important
trust, and therefore tender to it their hearty
thanks for the great good which it has already
accomplished in various matters touching the
welfure of the eolored people of the United
States.

Resolved!, That it is the desire of the mechan-
iesand lasorers of Philad'elphia that the Con-

2 2 ? o

: ; Island.
I John T. Wangh : South Carolina, J. . Ramev:
Without it { Tenunessee, Albert Somerville: Texas, William | "mn

Mr. J. A. Ware. of Ohio, introduced a reso- |

ing zeal of the National Executive Committee of

R. M. Adger, of Pa., offered the following :
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Rezolved, That this Convention rog
the Execeuntive Commitiee 1o « lect a delewnte t

represent the interest of the labor move

mmentdt

said Labor Congress,
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J. R. W. Leonard, of New York. read
communication from twentyv-five colored print
ers of New York, congratulating the craft o
Mr. Lewis 1. Douglass, a member of the crafl
Lhavingr scenred all his rights in the District ol
Columbia, in holding a position in the Govern
ment prinfing office,

\II -'. \"o nt“.‘l!l-l, of \1'\\’.[5-7“-1-\', '3|1;‘|--§-'.1 el
the following : )
Resolved, Thatt

:-.}P:-.l .:" ;1i.‘:\ u;'.

our I.:
whisky and dealing in lottery policies, and 1
money bé spent in purchasing homesteads.
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his Convention recommend i

from the use of
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Mr. Samuel Lowery, of Tennessee,
the following :

Reszolred. That this is a Convention of the in
dustrial citizens, composed largelv of colored
people, in & national couneil ; and whereas thi:
organization is formedt for the education
elavation of the mauasses
the Southern States,

J'a)t'.‘-'rn.’r‘n'rf. W ‘I
call State Conventions and organize industria
and literary associations in counties. ns (i
possible, and aect in harmony with the Burean
through the State organizatian of labor oreunizel
by the Convention, and fully ratify the objects
and aets of this hady, and place their State in
full harmony with the Bareau in its purposes.
Passed.

L. II. Douglass, of the Distriet of Columbia,
introduced a resolution referrine all unfinished
business before the Convention to the buresa -
whieh was debated, and finally withdrawn s
consent, Mr. Douglass giving notice that at th
hour of 4 P. M. he would move that the Con
vention adjourn sine die.

The Finance Committee reported that there
had been collected for the use of the Convention
$259.54 : expended for use of hall, &e., $155.90:
on hand, S133.71; and pledges unpaid, S105
The report wag accompanied with a resolution
making an assessment of $5 on each county in
every State and ‘Territory represented in the
Convention. "the report was accepted, and the
resolution laid over,

A vote of thanks was tendered to the reporters
of the Republican, Star, and Chroniele for their
full reports, daily, of the proceedings of th.
Convention.

J. Milton Turner, of Missouri, offered the
follewing:

Resolved, That this\Conggntion distinetly di
avow all responsibily for®he sentiments ex
pressed here to-day by Senator J. W, D, Bland,
apologizing for the negro-hating, ghreconstructed
rebels of Virginia in the matter of test-oath o
oflice-holders in the Sthate of Virginia.

Adopted.

It was ordercd that three thousand copies of
the proceedings be printed in pamphlet foru
for the use of the Convention,

The unfinished business was then referred to
the labor burean about to be established in

!" redl

0Ol

Nl
ol our countrvisen i
That delegates now returnine

‘this eity: and at 5 o’clock P. M. the Conven-

tion adjourned =sie dee,

PUBLIC MEETING.,

After the wljournment of the Convention, at
i o'clock a meeting was called and opened by
Rev. Sella Martin, when Mr. George 1. Down-
ing read a series of resolutions udopted in Phila-
delphia, endorsing Wendell Phillipsand Charles
Sumuer, and expressing contempt for the Ameri
can Colonization Society. ,

John T. Waugh, of Khode Island, addressed
the weeting, and guve a history of his early life
in this District, and of his later experience in
Rhode Island and other Northern States, du-
ring which he paid a glowing tribute to Mr.
Phillips and Mr. Suaner, for their steadfast

endeavors in behalf of the colored race.

Rev. Sella Martin next addressed the meet-
ing on the topics that elaimed the attention and

action of the National Labor Union, hoping
that all done by that body may prove snceess-

ful and redound to the good of the luboring
masses throughout the country.

Major M. R. Delaney was introquced, and
addressed the meeting on the subject of the
colored race asan element of indgstry and po-
litical economy, claiming that the freedman,
though without education, had been tanght
within the last few'years that labor was the
source of wealth, citing that Califorain, with
untold mines of gold, would have beeu poor
California to-day, were it not that labor worked
and developed the mines, :
The colored people were frugal, economicaly
and industrious. He stat®d that the produets
of New York in the way of milk, cheese, and
batter were of more value than all the cotton
produced in the South. Tobacco was & oreat
production in & money sense ; the tax in Vir-
inia last year on that article being 83,000,000,
I'obaceo, cotton, rice, and sugar, the great
staples, were the product of negro labor. He-
fore the war the South produced 4,500,000
bales of cotton a year, but now about 2,500,000
bales is the produet; but the enhanced value
and demand of that stuple at home and abroad
makes the crop more profitable to the planter
than hefore the war.

In Great Britain there were 10,000,000 per-
sons (being three-fifths of the population) en
gaged-in cotton factories, the product of negro
labor, It was the negro, he said, that controlied

| the wealth of the South, and ruled Wall street

to-day, and the gold market ofthe country. All
the coffee in the universe, except Mocea and
Java, is raised by negroes, and the speaker in-
quired whether this fact was not an acknow!-
edgement of the important position for the ne

rro to oceupy. ln conclusion he advised his
rearers to be united, and be true to themselves
and their race, and be respectful to gzood men.

L. Wimbush, of 5. C., followed in a few re-
marks, saying that the colored people of the
South are too poorly paid for their labor in
consideration of the vast wealth that capital
receives at their hand. Atthe end of the year
the laborer is as poor as at the beginning, o
poorly is he paid. The colored people in the
South are industrious, and not the lazy vaga-
bonds as represented by rebels, and they sheould
be better paid. The speaker then gave a
detailed account of Ku-Kilux operations in
South Carolina, saying that the most promi-
nent men in Charleston were the officers, but
that the colored people were learning how to
Ku-Klux, and he (the speaker) was organizing
a militia regiment that would soon drive them
to the wall.

There were many of the gang endeavoring to
join the Republicin party. but it was no use,
and the poor white trash of women in his sec-
tion are now running after the meanest and
blackest of negroes to marry them, which. he
attributed to the fuct that these women were
beginning to learn that they are frec. Con-
cluding, he said, that at the rext election a
{ eolored man would ecome from South Carelina
| a8 a United States Senator, as the colored peo-
| ple of his State were becoming tired of letting
! t]l;e white men have their own way in every-
| thing. :

M%. Isaac Myers, o Md., being called on,
said he accepted the position of President of
the national organization with great diffidence
of his ability to discharge the duties of bis new
and novel position, but he would bring all his
energics to bear to make the proposed hurean
of industry a success. He told his hearers
{ that in Baltimore about 250 colored men hand-
ed together, aiter being discharged throgpeh
white influence from the ship-yards, and pur-
chased one of their own at & cost of 510,000,
and to-day the yard employs 250 eolored men
and 55 white men, and is in & prosperons con-
dition. . :

Some of the white men em loﬁd now iy the
yard are the same persons wﬁo Iped to Kiek
| the colored men out of the yurds of Baltimore.
He would not endorse the Jolitical Werking.
men's Union of this country, becanse the
Republican party had done too much for hie
race, and ne colored man in the land should

its object was to bresk down the great Repal

attach himself to the former organization, asy”

F G
_,.e' puh

ERA,

and welfare of labor are cared for fully, no un- | kins: Michi S 1 C Watson : Missouri, | vention devise ways and \means by which me- | lican party e a l atic party. X Neo. 32
warranted snd unfair exactions are made of capi- Jfl?ﬁlto:ac'rnf:ér«ﬁ::i iy, W, F. Cumback; chanics and laborers, regay mo?md:e e HM “"_.i wmuaﬁ..;.,.,’:'“;i“‘.?' ' :
tal whether its power be exercised through cor- | Aldbama, J. B. Hutehins ; New ork, William | mitted to work-shops on jual terms, bur | Myers, l__ 0 Jereys




